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Draft Meeting Summary

Placer County Water Agency (PCWA) hosted a stakeholder meeting for the Middle Fork American River Project (MFP).  The key agenda items for this meeting included a review of administrative issues; an overview the relicensing process and the progress to date and upcoming milestones and schedule; an update on the implementation of the technical study plans; a proposal for the development of new license conditions; establishment of a Collaboration Process Subgroup; and establishment of the 2009 meeting schedule.  A handout packet containing copies of the meeting presentation materials (referenced by handout number) was provided to the meeting participants.  All meeting materials and a list of attendees are available on the PCWA MFP relicensing website (http://relicensing.pcwa.net/).
Meeting Summary

The meeting summary is organized by agenda item.  Each agenda item includes a brief overview of the agenda topic followed by a summary of key decisions or action items, if any.
Administrative Issues and Announcements

The following summarizes a number of MFP relicensing administrative issues and announcements.  
· Introductions/ Review Agenda.  The meeting was opened with a round of introductions and review of the agenda (Handout No. 1).

· May 5, 2008 Meeting Summary (Handout No. 2).  Ed Bianchi (Entrix) provided an update on the Stakeholder-approved Technical Study Plans (TSP) and the PAD process.  Since the last Plenary meeting, PCWA continued consultation on the PAD and TSPs with the Plenary as needed and filed the required documents with FERC, and FERC approved the TSPs in July 2008.  

The Draft Meeting Summary was approved.  
· Email Distribution.  PCWA discussed PCWA’s protocols for the Plenary and Technical Working Group (TWG) email distributions and misuse of this list during the recent Placer County election.  Under the existing protocols, the email addresses for each person are visible on all emails.  In addition, email addresses are included on other public documents, such as the meeting sign in sheets.  PCWA asked the Plenary if the protocols for the email distribution list should be changed.  The Plenary agreed not to change the protocols for email distributions.  
· Tentative 2009 Schedule (Handout No. 3).  PCWA provided an overview of the proposed 2009 meeting schedule.  
Relicensing Overview (Handout No. 4)
· PCWA provided an overview of the progress to date (2005 - 2008) and upcoming milestones and schedule (2009 – 2011).  PCWA will provide the Plenary with a summary of the milestone and deadline dates for the FERC-required and other required activities (i.e., CEQA).
· PCWA provided an update on the implementation of the TSPs.  The majority of the TSPs will be completed by the September 2009.  Four studies require additional field work and 3 studies require consultation to determine if potential contingency studies are needed.  

· PCWA provided an overview of the Study Implementation Progress Report, the upcoming Plenary meeting to discuss the Progress Report (February 2, 2009), and the process and timeline for filings on the Progress Report with FERC.  

· PCWA presented a proposed approach for the development of the new license conditions.  The presentation identified PCWA’s goals of relicensing; explained FERC’s guidance for the development of new license conditions and balancing of environmental and developmental values; described the types and examples of new license conditions; compared the schedule and milestones for the standard ILP and the PCWA/ FERC recommended approaches; described the process for the development of new license conditions; and identified a collaboration topic schedule (FERC and non-FERC topics).  PCWA presented two examples (Vegetation and Integrated Pest Management Plan and Instream Flow License Article) to illustrate the process for the development of new license conditions.  
· PCWA proposed to assemble key information from the various TSPs and other pertinent information sources into a briefing document for use by the Plenary during the development of the new license conditions.  Additional information can be added, as requested.  References will be included for the information in the briefing document.  The Plenary agreed to the distribution of a briefing document (electronically in Word and pdf formats).  PCWA will also provide a glossary of acronyms and terms to the Plenary.
· The Plenary discussed the balancing of environmental and developmental values, agencies’ regulatory constraints and guidance that they must follow, and importance of the rationale document.  
· The Plenary also discussed the process for newcomers joining the relicensing process (included in the Communication Protocols) and opportunities and process for discussing and identifying new resource interests or studies.    
The Plenary agreed to the approach for the development of the new license conditions as presented by PCWA.

Establish Collaboration Process Subgroup
PCWA identified the need to re-evaluate and revise the communication protocols as the collaboration for new license conditions begins.  PCWA suggested that a new Collaborative Process Subgroup be formed to revise the communication and participation protocols.  The document would then be brought to the Plenary for discussion and approval.  PCWA also identified a number of topics to be considered by the Subgroup and proposed a schedule for Subgroup meetings.  The Subgroup will include the following members: Beth Paulson, Nate Rangel, Tom Jones, Julie Leimbach, Russ Kanz, Marilyn Jasper, Lori Powers (CDFG), Tom Bartos, Pat Gibbs, and John Donovan.  
Establish 2009 Meeting Schedule

The Plenary reviewed PCWA’s proposed 2009 meeting topics and schedule.  The Plenary was in general agreement that the schedule would work; however, several resource agencies need to check with the availability of their technical staff.    

Identify Action Items, Key Decisions, and Bin Items

The meeting action items and key decisions were reviewed at the end of the meeting and will be distributed to the Plenary by email and posted on the MFP Relicensing website.
Adjournment
Note:
This draft Plenary meeting summary will be posted on the MFP Relicensing website and presented at the next Plenary meeting for review and approval.
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